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Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) is a major challenge in the response to many diseases worldwide 
and a top priority on the global health agenda. New and better products are urgently needed to  
prevent diseases, anticipate where resistance to essential treatment may emerge, and manage it 
where it already has. 

Unitaid is committed to addressing the challenge of drug resistance in three diseases - HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis (TB) and malaria. Through its investments, it directly and indirectly advances the AMR 
agenda. 

1. Through the TB Xpert project, Unitaid improved affordability and access to an  
innovative test to diagnose drug-resistant forms of TB.

The TB Xpert project facilitated the market entry and scale-up of a much-needed diagnostic tool, 
Xpert MTB/RIF, to detect resistance to rifampicin, a first-line TB treatment. The project triggered a 
price reduction and scaled up Xpert MTB/RIF, improving both its affordability and availability. 

Amount invested: US$ 26 million

2. Unitaid is accelerating access to new multidrug-resistant TB (MDR-TB) medicines 
and informing the design of novel treatment combinations through its endTB grant.

In March 2015, Unitaid launched the endTB project with Partners In Health, Médecins Sans  
Frontières and Interactive Research and Development. Using the first TB drugs developed in almost 
50 years, the project aims to speed up access to these new TB medicines for 2,600 MDR-TB  
patients in 16 countries and run clinical trials to identify shorter, more effective treatments. 

Amount invested: US$ 58 million

3. Unitaid’s investments in emerging antiretroviral (ARV) clinical trials will help assess 
new HIV drugs that could be more effective and affordable, and have a higher   
resistance barrier. 

In June 2015, the Unitaid Executive Board endorsed an Area for Intervention to optimize adult ARVs 
in low- and middle-income countries. Since then, five new grants have been approved. Through 
these investments, Unitaid aims to increase access to optimized first- and/or second-line regimens, 
including those that are less prone to resistance, thereby improving outcomes and  reducing further 
transmission of HIV. 

Amount invested: US$ 70 million
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4. Unitaid’s investments in new viral load technologies are supporting the scale-up of 
HIV treatment monitoring to support adherence and discourage development of  
resistance.
Since 2012, Unitaid has invested in new viral load technologies to accelerate the introduction and 
scale-up of viral load monitoring. In particular, Unitaid has invested in Point-of-Care technologies, 
which are more adapted to resource-limited settings, do not involve sample transportation, and  
produce test results within a day.  

Amount invested: US$ 147 million

5. Through its investment in IVCC’s Next Generation IRS project, Unitaid is   
accelerating market uptake of new tools to manage insecticide resistance.
The Next Generation IRS (NgenIRS) project is expected to provide protection from malaria for up to 
19.8 million people across 12 countries by 2017. In addition, the project is expected to introduce new 
IRS products into the market between 2017 and 2018. These products will provide countries with the 
option to rotate insecticides as part of their resistance management strategies.
While insecticide resistance is different from AMR, this project addresses similar challenges. 

Amount invested: US$ 65 million
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